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TO  THE  CHAIRIiAN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 


URBAl^  DISTRICT  OF  BLETCHLEY 


Rantlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  for  the  years  1939  1940 ■>  The 

report  has 'been  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  2067  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  During  part  of  this  period  I acted  as  ^^our  Medical  Officer 

of  Health,  having  replaced  Dr.  A.  M.  Critchley  who  had  joined  the  army  at 
'che  outbreak  of  x^rar. 

As  I only  arrived  in  England  from  abroad  late  in  September  1939 
took  up  my  duties  at  the  end  of  October,  I was  unfortunately  unable  to 
obtain  Dr.  Critchle3?’ * s assistance  in  picking  up  the  threads  of  my  work. 
However,  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  A.  Bates,  cams  to  my  help  and  my  thanks  are  due 
CO  him  for  the  ready  and  skilled  help  which  he  constantly  gave  me. 

Already  the  population  of  Bletchley  had  increased  considerably  and 
there  were  several  problems  due  to  the  sudden  influx  of  evacuee  teachers 
to  be  met.  Later,  when  the  enemy  attack  on  this  country  began  there  was 

a great  increase  in  the  evacuee  population  and  as  Bletchley  is  on  a main 
line  from  London,  refugees  were  constantly  arriving  unannounced  and  needed 
accommodationc  All  billets  X'^ere  already  filled  and  it  xms  necessary  to 
provide  food  and  lodging  in  Church  and  other  halls  kindly  lent  for  this 
M'.crpose.  This  temporary  housing  led  to  special  public  health  problems 
.■'-■ich  threatened  the  health  of  the  town  and  needed  dealing  with  carefully 
. I tactfully. 

It  XflTas  contemplated  by  those  in  a position  to  knoxf  that  in  the  winters 
these  years,  epidemics  of  severe  illnesses  might  be  expected  throughout 
..ne  United  Kingdom  but  fortunately  these  anticipations  vrere  not  realised, 
and  the  health  of  the  toxmship  has  been  good  and  quite  up  to  pre-war 
standards.  Like  the  rest  of  the  County,  Bletchle3r  had  a scourge  of 

measles  during  the  autumn  of  I94O.  Fortunately  the  X'/ea.ther  xijas  mild  and 
very  fex^r  cases  x^rere  complicated  and  no  deaths  occurred.  The  diphtheria 

immunisation  campaign  begun  before  Christmas  I94O  brought  a good  response. 
This  campaign  is  being  continued. 

The  Blood  Transfusion  Service  made  an  appeal  for  donors  recently  and 
this  also  has  been  very  successful. 

The  School  Clinic  x;jhich  was  opened  in  1939  proved  to  be  a most 
useful  institution.  Daily  sessions  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments 

in  school  children  are  held.  Emphasis  should  be  laid  on  the  devoted 

service  of  the  U.D.C.  Air  Raid  Precautions  First  Aid  Service,  who  have 
manned  continually,  both  day  and  night,  the  First  Aid  Post,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mr.  ¥.  J.  Broxw,  x^rhich  is  situated  at  this  Clinic. 

Ropley  House, xfhich  X'/as  opened  in  April  I94O  as  a home  for  difficult 
evacuee  children,  has  served  a very  useful  purpose.  For  many  months  it 
was  the  only  home  for  such  children  in  the  north  of  the  countj'-.  Under 

the  care  of  Mrs.  Spencer,  the  Matron,  it  has  constantly  been  called  upon 
to  act  as  a Sick  Bay  in  addition  to  its  other  function. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunit^r  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Council  for  the  help  the^^’  have  given  me  and  to  your  Clerk 
I would  offer  my  gratitude  for  so  often  smoothing  my  difficulties.  I 

am  also  grateful  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  his  Staff  and  the  local 
practitioners  for  their  co-operation  in  any  schemes  for  the  promotion  of 
the  health  of  the  town. 

I am,  G-entlemen, 

Yours  faithfully. 


R.  Y.  STONES. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BLETCHLEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
oT  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  the  year 

1939. 


Chairman  of  the  Council?  Councillor  J.  F.  Smith.  J.P. 


Finance  & G-enecal  Purposes  Committee: 

Chairman:  Ccunc.illor  F,  A,  Bates, 

Councillors  H.P.Dimmoch,  J.P.,  C.D. Flack,  J.F, Smith,  J.P., 

A.  if  0 St  evens , J . P . , and  0 . Well  s , J 0 P . 

PuhJ.io  Health  Commitaes? 

Chairman:  Councillor  0,  Nells,  J.P, 

Councillors  T.R, Coles,  C.D, Flack,  S.Maycock,  U.G.Mells,  and 
JoF, Smith,  J.F. 

Public  Health  Staff: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health:  A, Michael  Critchley,  M.D, , Ch.B., 

(on  war  service)  D,P,H, 

ActingM.O.H;  R.  Yelverton  Stones,  O.B,E.,M.C.,  M.D. , M.R.C.P., 

D,P.H. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  8.I30  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Borough  of  Buckingham. 

Sanitary  Inspector:  A.  Bates,  M.Inst.M.ft  Cy.E. , A.M.T.PcI., 

A.  R„ San. I. 

( Certif i.cat e R.S.lo  & S.I.  Joint  Board  and  Certificate  R.S.I. 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection) . 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


1939 

00 

(T 

H 

Area  (in  acres)  . . . , 

4,463 

4,463 

fcpulation  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 

7,601 

7.4^ 

Fo.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  jear) 

9 • 

2,593 

2,360 

Rateable  Value  . , . . 

. 

£46,007 

£43.457 

Rates  per  £1  , 

• ^ 

,11/9 

11/6 

Sum  represented  by  a Id  Rate  (gross) 

• • 

£186.  7.  Od 

£181.  0.  Od 

Births  (legitimate) i 

Mai e s . 

59 

Females. 

43 

107 

112 

Births  ( illegitimate ) s 

Male  s 

2 

Fern ole s. 

3 

p: 

> * 

Births:  Rats  for  1,000  population 

• • 

14.86 

15.4 

Rate  per  1,000  pop.  Buchs 

• • 

l5o3 

14.7 

Rate  per  1,000  pop.  England 

& Wales 

15.0 

15.1 

Btill  Births?. 

Males 

3 

Females. 

2 

5 

4 

■ . aths : 

Males 

51 

Females. 

36  . 

87 

78 

eaths  per  1,000  population  , 

• • 

10.9 

10.5 

Deaths  per  1,000  population  (Corrected  for 

age  and  sex  distribution) 

9.7 

9.3  • 

Deaths  per  1,000  population  in  Bucks 

« • 

10.5 

10.0 

Deaths  per  1,000  pop.  England  & Wales 

• • 

12.1 

11.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

• • 

0 

0 

Bletchley  Maternal  Mortality. 

• 

0 

0 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 

England  & Wales 

• • 

2.93 

3.08 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of 

age  . 

4.0 

0. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

• • 

28.5 

34.80 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  Bucks 

t • 

38.7 

32.2 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England 

& Wales 

50.0 

53.0 

Deaths  from  Measles 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  lifhooping  Cough 

• • 

0 

0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age) 

2 

0 

Principal  Causes  of  Death: 

■4.  F.  T. 

M.  F.  T. 

Influenza  . . . . 

3,  1.  1. 

1.  1.  2. 

Respiratory  tuberculosis 

2.  1.  3. 

1.  0.  1. 

Cancer  . . . . 

9.  5.14. 

2.10.12. 

Diabetes  . . . . 

3.  2.  2. 

0.  3.  3. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1.  3.  4. 

2.  1.  3. 

Heart  Disease  .... 

. 8.  4.12. 

14.  9.23.  ■ 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

. 

5.  3»  9. 

2.  1.  3. 

Bronchitis  . . . . 

. 

3.  2.  2. 

1.  1.  2. 

Rneumonia  . ... 

1.  2.  3. 

1.  1.  2. 

Other  Respiratory  diseases  . 

3.  0.  0. 

3.  -1.  4. 

Digestive  diseases 

. 4.  0.  4. 

0.  0.  0. 

Nephritis  . . . . 

3.  2.  2. 

2.  1.  3. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  fever. 

. 0.  0.  0. 

0.  0.  0. 

Congenital  causes 

. 0.  0.  0. 

0.  4.  4. 

Senility  ... 

2.  3*  5. 

1.  1.  2. 

Violence  (including  suicide) 

. 7.  1.  8. 

7.  1.  8. 

Other  defined  diseases 

. 7.  2.  9. 

4.  2.  6. 

TOTAL  , 

• • 4ih31o/b^ 

41.37.78. 

otion  B, 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


Public  Health  Staff  - see  page  2 of  Report. 


HEALTH  SERVICES. 


(a)  Laboratory  Facilities; 

The  Clinical  Research  Association  (London)  and  the  Royal 
Institute  of  Public  Health  and  Hygiene  continued,  as  in 
previous  years,  to  carry  out  the  pathological  and  chemical 
work  of  the  Urban  District  satisfactorily. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities: 

The  ambulance  facilities  in  the  Urban  district  have  remained 
as  in  the  previous  year. 

(c)  Nursing: 

Nursing  in  the  homo  remained  as  here to for. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Cerrcres: 

Maternity  and  Child  Uelfare  Centre. 

The  Welfare  has  been  held  at  the  Bletchley  Road  Clinic  weekly, 
the  M.O.H.  attending  twice  monthly.  The  attendance  of  mothers 
and  children  has  steadily  risen. 

Other  Clinics  under  this  head  have  been  held  as  in  previous  years'. 

(e)  Hospitals; 

No  change  in  the  hospitals  serving  this  area  has  occurred 
since  the  last  report. 
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Seot.i.on  v>. 

1 . ( i ) : Water; 

During  the  year  the  Council  brought  into  use  their  new  pumping  machinery 
from  their  Sandhouse  Well  and  now  pump  at  the  ra,te  of  2Zj.;000  gallons  per 
hour.  This  work  was  completed  at  an  opportune  time,  as  the  district  was 
thus  enabled  to  supply  the  needs  of  the  largely  increased  population  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

The  consumption  of  wa.ter  has  shewn  an  increase  of  about  during  the 
year,  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  Bletchley  is  a reception  area. 

The  supply  continues  to  be  uniformly  pure  and  potable  and  the  following 
1.S  a representative  analysis  taken  during  the  year;- 

S/il^DHQUSE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Chemical o 

Parts  per  G-rains  per 


Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

• 

100,000. 

1.95 

gallon. 

1.36 

Chlorine  x 1.647  ■=  Sodium  Chloride 

3.21 

2.24 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

• 

Nil 

Saline  Ammonia  .... 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

* 

0.001 

0.0007 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours  at 
37  degrees  Centigrade 

• 

0.012 

0.008 

Remarks . 


From  a consideration  of  the  above  data,  no  exception  can  be 
taken  to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon 
Chemical  grounds. 

(h)  Bacteriological . 

Examination  for  Special  Bacteria. 

Conform  Bacilli  ....  avsent  in  100  ml. 

Result  of  Examinatl on . 


On  this  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken  to  the  use  of  the  water 
for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological  grounds. 

The  Council  continued  to  own  the  G-reat  Brickhill  Waterworks, 
which  was  retained  as  a standby  suppljr,  in  addition  to  supplying  the  parish 
of  G-reat  Brickhill. 

The  following  is  a result  of  a recent  analysis: 

Chemical . G-t.  Brickhill  Water  Supply. 


Parts  per 

G-rains  pe 

100,000 

gallon. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

• 

1.60 

1.12 

Chlorine  x I.647  = Sodium 

Chloride  2.63 

1.84 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

• 

0.60 

0.42 

Saline  ammonia 

• 

Nil. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.003 

0.0021 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3 hours 

at 

37  degrees  Centigrade 

• 

0.011 

0.007 

~ 5 - 
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Remarks . 


From  a consideration  of  the  above  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  this  water  for  domestic  purposes,  upon  Chemical  grounds. 

Bacteriological . Examination  for  Special  Bacteria. 

Coliform  bacilli  absent  in  100  ml. 

Result  of  examination. 


On  this  data,  no  exception  can  be  taken  to  the  use  of  the  xmter 
for  domestic  purposes,  upon  bacteriological  grounds. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sev/erage ; 

There  have  been  no  special  developments  to  the  drainage  and  sev/age 
which  have  functioned  without  nuisance. 

An  agreement  was  completed  with  a firm  producing  a very  strong  trade 
effluent  whereby  the  Council  agreed  to  take  effluent  of  specified  quantit^^ 
and  strength  for  an  agreed  payment. 

2o  (i)  Rivers  and  Streams. 


There  has  been  no  serious  flooding  during  the  year  and  no  complaints  in 
respect  of  rivers  or  streams  have  been  received.  In  general,  the  condiiior 

of  the  streams  in  the  Urban  district  did  not  call  for  anjr  adverse  comment. 

( i)  Closet  Accommodation. 


There  8.re  practically  no  difficulties  in  respect  of  closet  accommodation^ 
icepting  for  a small  number  of  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Water  Eaton  which 
come  under  the  proposed  new  sewerage  system,  the  town  is  completely  on  the 
water  carriage  system. 


(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  was  collected  by  motor  vehicles  and  collection  was  made  once 
weekly.  All  refuse  X'^as  burned  by  complete  incineration.  Trade  refuse 

was  collected  and  disposed  of  at  fixed  scales. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

Inspections  made. 


Water  . . . 100  Housing  ...  93  Buildings  ...  93 

Bakehouses.  10  Sewerage  . . , 'J1  Destructor.  . . 33 

Factories  . 20  Drainage  . . .I40  Smoke  . ...  6. 

Food  Premises  . . . 45;  Sla,ughtsrhouses  . . . IO3. 

Total  Inspections  714. 

Houses  and  Clothing  disinfected  . , 43 

Informal  Notices  87 

Statutory  Notices - 


Details  of  Defects. 


Plaster  & Ceilings  . 

. . 25 

Doors  . . 

...  37 

Floors 

. . 27 

Windox^rs  . 

...  33 

Damp  course 

• • 39 

Pantry.  . 

...  5. 

Stairs  

Roof  . . 

...  24 

Spouts  

. . 23 

Drains  & ■ 

^.C.s.  27 

Paving 

. . 3. 

Ashbins  . 

...  3. 

Miscellaneous 


( iv)  Shops . 


Inspections  have  been  made  in  the  district  under  the  Shops  Act  1934> 
and  informal  notice  only  has  been  required  to  meet  the  provisions  of  this 


Ac  r 


( v)  Camping  Sites. 


No  camping  sites  x-^jere  registered  in  the  area. 


'1 1. 


■■  ■:  '3  ’’I.  ■ 


, ■;  -Ji/ , 


' i r, 
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(vi)  Smoke  Abatement > 


No  complaints  v/ere  received  during  the  year. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools, 

(a)  The  Council’s  Scheme  for  a Covered  Swimming  Pool,  at  a cost  of 
£12,500  is  deferred  during  the  war, 

(b)  There  is  one  privately-owned  pool,  but  it  is  not  ava.ilable 
for  the  use  of  the  general  public, 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bod  Bugs. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  bed  bugs  or  other  infestation  during 
the  year. 

Section  D,  Housing, 


lo  Inspection  of  Dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 


1. (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-heading 

(1;  above)  which,  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 
(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ........ 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  underthe  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


0. 


Oo 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices :- 
Number  of  defective  dxvelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  . I7. 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year;- 
(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  193^1 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  x-^hich  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  . . 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  xirhioh  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices; 

(a)  By  Oxmers  ....  .......  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . . . 0. 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dx-relling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  reniedied  .....  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  housess  in  xfhich  defects  x/ere  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners . 0 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . . . 0 


(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  I3  of  the  Housing  Act,  193^«“ 

fl)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  x^7hich  demolition  orders  were  mxade  0 
(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  orders  .....  ....  . . 0 


(d^  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936^*" 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  v/ere  made  . 0 

(2)  Number  of  separa.te  tenements  or  uxiderground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  x-rere  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ........  0, 
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* 
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iL.  Housing  Act,  I936  - Part  IV.  Ovorcrowding ; 


(a)  1.  Numder  of  dwellings  ovorcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 

?.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ..... 


(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 


n 


w cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

OUJ-  •o*»r«**  • 

cases  of  overcroxfding  relieved  during  the 
persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . 


year 


Number  of 
during  the 

1.  Number  of 

2.  Number  of 

Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 
again  been  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taJien  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 
Any  other  particulars  xfith  respect  to  overcrowding 
conditions  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report  


No  nexf  Council  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 
section  E . Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food . 


0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 


0 


0. 


(a.)  Milk  Supply:  There  are  34  farms  registered  and  30  retailers  of  milk, 

(b)  Meat; 


No . slaughtered . 

No.  inspected. 

No,  Condemned. 

. c tie  ... 

514 

87 

3 

•ws 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

alves 

60 

5 

Nil 

Sheep  and  lambs 

2183 

115 

Nil 

Pigs 

1985 

179 

2 

all  for 

TOTiiLS 

4742 

386 

5 tuberculc 

( c)  Other  foods:  During  the  37'ear,  consignments  of  damaged  sugar  from 

the  Port  of  London  werereceived  at  the  sugar  refinery  and  having  been 
purified  were  used  in  the  manufacture  of  alcohol. 


Section  F.  Prevalence  of  and  control  over  infectious  and  other  diseases. 
1.  G-eneral: 

It  is  the  custom  in  the  township  to  treat  uncomplicated  measles  and  other 
minor  infectious  illnesses  in  the  homes.  No  hospital  accommodation  is 
therefore  provided  for  these  patients.  It  was  found  that  such  illnesses 

occurring  among  the  refugee  population  living  in  the  public  halls  provided 
for  them,  were  a menace  to  the  community.  The  Hostels  provided  bj^  tne 
Ministry  of  Health  outside  the  area  x^ere  able  to  admit  a fex^/  of  these  cases 
but  were  insufficient  to  deal  with  a number  xirhich  might  occur  should  an 
epidemic  ensue.  It  r/as  therefore  necQss^xrj  to  arrange  for  their 

admission  elsexirhere.  Steps  rrere  taken  to  find  this  in  the  disused  Small 

Pox  Hospital  at  Wougliton.  It  x^ras  ultimately  p.rranged  that  if  required 

at  any  time  this  hospital  V7ill  be  opened  for  minor  infectious  diseases. 

The  G-rove  Hospital  at  Linslade  continues  to  admit  cases  of  major 
infectious  disea.se  for  both  normal  residents  and  evacuees  of  the  tox'jnship. 


Table  showing  number  of  cases  notified  and  numbers  to  an  Isolation  Hospital. 


^ 

Disease , 

1938 

Notified.  Admitted  to 
Hospital . 

0 ctii  i 0 V. 

1 

1939. 

Notified. 

j ^ Ov  V 1 X XX  V./  0 ju  u Cb 0 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Diphtheria 

10 

10 

T 

7 

Scs.rlet  fever 

4 

4 

38 

36 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1 

0 

1 

0 

i’neumonia 

8 

0 

1 2 

0 

Measles 

28 

1. 

i 0 

0 
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TUBERCULO  SIS. 


Age  poriods. 
Years. 

New  cases. 
Resp iratory . 

M.  F. 

Non 

Re  sp iratory, 

M.  P. 

Deaths. 

Re spiratory. 

M.  F. 

Non 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

0 . 

1 . . . 

5 . . . 

15  . . . 

25  . . 

35  . . . 

45  .. 

1 

55  . 

1 

65  and  upwards. 

2 

jTALS 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

10 


